neuroanatomy, neurophysiology and neuropsychology is solidly in evidence. The philosophical foundations of these disciplines, sometimes regarded by neuroscientists as diversions en route to the more serious business of molecules and MRIs, are here firmly in the foreground.
For all its erudition, the Companion has an endearing lightness of touch. The dialogue between the brain sciences, the arts and the greater religions emerges with clarity and verve. The book is commendably even-handed in its treatment of contemporary scientific and philosophical issues: the article on consciousness, perhaps the most notorious case in point, is presented as a symposium in which influential thinkers outline their respective positions. Plato would surely have approved. The inclusion of brief Lives provides a welcome historical context, conveying the poignancy and humour of the passing parade. The Lives exemplify the surefooted economy of style and expression which is a hallmark of the whole work: such mighty themes as 'religion' or 'symbols' are rendered with an epigrammatic freshness which is never merely facile. The book is a triumph of the editor's art (that is, the art which disguises art).
Any criticisms will seem mean-spirited. The neurological entries could perhaps be more contemporary in places; and I was a little disappointed not to find an entry devoted to the thorny problem of 'objects' as the building blocks of the brain's experience of the world. But no book can be all things to all men; and to mention such things is rather like quibbling that Raphael could not paint feet. This book will fill many rainy afternoons, and it will be an amiable and scholarly guide to realms I know nothing about. There must be few with an interest in the mind, whether amateur or professional, who would not consult it with profit and delight. To paraphrase Owen Chadwick (as quoted in the article on Adrian in the Companion), I am not sure what wisdom is, but whatever it is, this book must surely advance it. Medical law is a fast-moving subject, and most contributors to this second edition have done a good job in bringing readers up to date. Though I balk at the disproportionately long chapter on bloodborne viruses which seems better suited to a volume on public health, my main reservations stem from excessive brevity. For instance, the chapter on medicolegal implications of health and human rights raises vital questions but offers little discussion or analysis. No distinction is drawn between a right to health (to meet public health needs) and a right to healthcare service provision (to meet individual needs). The contributor instead relies on Article 25 of the 1948 United Nations Declaration on Human Rights, with its broad generalized assertions.
J D Warren
Unfortunately, the chapter that is least up to date addresses perhaps the most important topic in the book, namely consent. There is no discussion of the Department of Health Reference Guide to Consent for Examination or Treatment 2001, which has become the standard reference for clinical issues on law and consent in England and Wales and his omission is compounded by the lack of references to recent case law. Do we need to talk about Bolam as 'still relevant'-what about Pearce or Bolitho instead of a case almost half a century old? The chapter on medicines and product liability law is useful, but to say that very tight legislative controls are maintained in all stages of the manufacture and distribution of medicines is only to state the obvious: what we need to know is whether or not controls are effective and this receives only brief mention. Some contributors succeed in keeping the reader's attention in areas that could be dry and dull, such as death certification and the role of the coroner; the chapter on this is fluently written and sufficiently informative without burdening readers with masses of detail.
The chapter on clinical negligence has ample legal definitions and references but not a word about the NHS Litigation Authority. How odd that a book published in 2004 fails to register that all NHS litigation is dealt with by this single central authority, set up in 1995. The book finishes with practical advice on what to do, or not to do, in the event of being called upon to take the witness stand in the capacity of expert witness or defendant: 'Do not get cross; do not behave arrogantly; do not try to play the comic; do not play word games etc.'. If the main purpose was to produce a small but reliable volume for students and professionals I feel that, despite some well-written chapters, the book misses its mark. 
Roger Worthington

